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Missouri's unemployment rate increases slightly in September

JEFFERSON CITY -- Layoffs of federal Census workers and employees in the construction and amusement/recreational services
industries caused Missouri's unemployment rate to inch up one-tenth of a point to 2.9 percent in September, unchanged from a

year ago.

Total employment increased by 5,400 in September, raising the number of working Missouriansto nearly 2.9 millionin
September, nearly 88,000 individuals more than in September 1999. However, seasonal layoffs caused the estimated number of
jobless Missourians to increase slightly by 1,500 to atotal of 84,000.

Non-farm payroll employment, another measure of labor market performance, also increased in September, gaining almost 41,000
jobs. Thisincreaseistypical for the August-September period as various workers at schools and colleges return to work. Local
government employment, which includes public schools, was up by nearly 30,000 jobs, while state government including colleges
and universities increased by nearly 5,000 jobs.

The largest changes in the private sector were in seasonal industries. Private educational services employment increased by 12,500
jobs. Industries with decreasing employment included federal government (4,400 temporary census jobs); construction (2,400
jobs); hotels (1,900 jobs) and amusement and recreation services (1,600 jobs).

Over the past year, non-farm employment grew by 34,000 jobs, or 1.2 percent. Most of the over-the-year job growth continues to
be in the service-producing sector. Service industries grew collectively by 29,500 jobs, trade grew by 7,000 jobs and government
added just over 6,000 jobs since September 1999.

In the goods-producing sector, construction employment was up by 1,600 jobs over the year, with the largest growth occurring in
heavy construction (1,300 jobs). Manufacturing employment lost 12,600 jobs from the total a year earlier.
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MISSOURI UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
FOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS (MSAs), LABOR MARKET AREAS (LMAs), AND COUNTIES
CURRENT MONTH (SEPTEMBER 2000), PREVIOUS TWO MONTHS (JULY AND AUGUST 2000), AND YEAR AGO (SEPTEMBER 1999)

SEP AUG  JUL SEP SEP AUG  JUL SEP

2000 2000 2000 1999 2000 2000 2000 1999
U.S. (not seasonally adjusted) 38 41 42 41 Atchison 17 24 25 16
MISSOURI 29 28 28 29 Audrain 28 24 24 21
ST. LOUISMSA 35 34 34 34 Barton 19 21 22 24
Franklin 41 39 35 28 Bates 31 35 34 33
Jefferson 2.7 2.8 31 2.8 Benton 53 4.6 4.7 4.3
Lincoln 2.6 2.7 31 2.8 Caldwell 33 4.2 4.6 34
St. Charles 21 18 2.0 2.0 Carroll 19 29 25 2.6
St. Louis County 25 23 22 27 Cedar 28 31 29 4.0
Warren 25 24 23 33 Chariton 4.2 3.6 38 4.4
St. Louis City 57 59 52 6.1 Clark 32 34 52 33
KANSASCITY MSA 29 28 27 28 Cooper 19 21 21 20
Cass 22 23 22 21 Crawford 53 53 5.0 41
Clay 17 1.6 19 21 Dade 33 33 33 26
Clinton 2.0 23 2.6 24 Dallas 53 59 48 33
Jackson 32 32 29 34 Daviess 2.6 25 2.2 22
Lafayette 25 3.0 3.2 31 DeKab 14 2.2 2.2 19
Platte 16 15 15 17 Dent 49 45 4.7 4.9
Ray 25 31 39 25 Douglas 53 3.8 33 4.4
SPRINGFIELD MSA 20 19 18 21 Dunklin 38 4.9 39 4.2
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NOTE: DATA FOR COUNTIESWITHIN MSASLMAs ARE DISAGGREGATED FROM MSA/LMA TOTALS.
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